
The Journal’s Policy –
Scientific and Ethical Integrity

Kom: Journal of Religious Sciences publishes previously unpublished orig-
inal scientific papers and reviews.

Kom is an open access journal.
Papers can be written in Serbian (Bosnian, Croatian, Montenegrin...) 

and English.
From 2012 to 2015 the journal was published twice a year, in May and 

November. Since 2016 it has been published three times a year, in May, Au-
gust and November.

Kom publishes papers in the field of religious philosophy, religious civiliza-
tion and social sciences, as well as contemporary religious thought.

The Editor’s Obligations

The editorinchief of the Journal of Religious Sciences Kom has the final 
say on what manuscripts will be published. In making the decision the editor 
is guided by the editorial policy and takes into account legal regulations 
relating to libel, copyright infringement and plagiarism. 

The editor may not have any conflict of interest in connection with 
submitted manuscripts. Should such a conflict of interest exist, the selection 
of reviewers and the fate of the manuscript is decided by the Editorial Board.

The editor is obliged to issue a judgment on the manuscript based on its 
contents, on the basis of impartiality. 

The editor may not use unpublished material from the submitted manu
scripts for his own research without a written permission from the author.

Authors’ Obligations

Authors warrant that their contribution to the journal is their own orig-
inal work that has not been previously published and that it is not under 
consideration for publication elsewhere.

Authors also warrant that after the publication in Kom the manu script 
will not be published in another publication in any language without the 
copyright holder’s consent.
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Authors warrant that the rights of third parties will not be violated and 
that the publisher will not be held legally responsible should there be any 
claims for compensation.

Authors bear full responsibility for the content of submitted manuscripts 
and have to obtain permission for data publication from all parties involved 
in the research.

Authors who wish to include in their paper figures or extracts of text 
that have already been published are obliged to obtain the copyright holders’ 
consent and to provide evidence, when submitting their paper, that such 
permission has been granted. The material for which such evidence is not 
provided shall be deemed an original work of the author.

Authors warrant that they have listed as authors only those persons who 
have significantly contributed to the content of the manuscript, and that all 
persons who have significantly contributed to the content of the manuscript 
have been listed as authors.

Authors must adhere to ethical standards relating to scientific research 
and that of the paper not being plagiarism. Authors warrant that the manu-
script does not contain unsubstantiated or unlawful claims and that it does 
not infringe the rights of others.

In the event that authors realise that there is a significant error in their 
work after the publication, they are obliged to immediately notify the editor 
or publisher and to cooperate with them in order to either retract the paper 
or correct it.

Review

Accepted papers will be reviewed. The aim of the review is to help the 
editor decide whether a manuscript should be accepted or rejected and to 
improve the quality of the manuscript through a process of communication 
with the authors. The author’s identity is known to the reviewers in the re-
viewing process, whereas the identity of the reviewers before, during and 
after the evaluation process remains unknown, although all the authors will 
have a general overview of the group of reviewers from the issue in which 
their paper has been published.

From the moment of receiving papers reviewers are given 30 days to 
complete their review.

Reviewers do not receive fees for conducting reviews.
The selection of reviewers is at the editor’s discretion. Reviewers must 

have relevant knowledge of the area the manuscript deals with and may not 
come from the same institution as the author. Also, they must not be authors 
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who have recently had joint publications (as co-authors) with any of the 
authors of the submitted work.

The reviewer must not have a conflict of interest with the authors 
or research financiers. Should there be a conflict of interest, the reviewer is 
obliged to immediately notify the editor.

The reviewer who considers himself incompetent in the subject matter 
or field that the manuscript deals with is obliged to notify the editor.

Reviews must be objective. Comments relating to the personality of the 
author are considered inappropriate. A reviewer’s report must be clear, evi-
denced, and appropriately substantiated.

Manuscripts sent to reviewers are deemed confidential documents.
The names of the reviewers are transparently published in every Kom 

issue.
In the main review stage, the editor sends the submitted paper to the re-

viewers who are experts in the scientific field that the paper deals with. Peer 
review form consists of a set of questions to be answered, which directs the 
reviewers towards the aspects that should be taken into consideration so as 
to decide on the fate of a manuscript.

In the final part of the form, reviewers must proffer their observations 
and suggestions on how the submitted manuscript could be improved.

Each paper is reviewed by at least two reviewers. Throughout the pro-
cess, the reviewers act independently of each other. The reviewers are not 
familiar with the identities of other reviewers. If the reviewers’ decisions are 
not the same (accept / reject), the lower mark is taken into account, i.e. the 
decision to reject the paper. Also, if this be the case, the editor-in-chief may 
seek the opinion of other reviewers to arrive at a final decision. 

The editorial board is required to provide a good quality control of 
reviews. 

If authors should have serious and reasonable objections to the reviews, 
the editors will check whether the review is objective and whether it meets 
academic standards. If the objectivity or quality of a review is dubitable, the 
editor-in-chief will annul the results of that review and assign additional 
reviewers.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism, or appropriation of other people’s ideas, words or other forms 
of creative expression and the representation of them as one’s own original 
work, is seen as a flagrant breach of scientific ethics. Plagiarism may include 
copyright infringement, which is punishable by law.
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Plagiarism includes the following:

• Literal or almost literal appropriation or deliberate paraphrasing (with 
the aim of disguising plagiarism) of parts of texts by other authors 
without a clear pointing to the source or without marking of the 
copied fragments (e.g. by using quotes);

• copying of tables from someone else’s papers without a proper source 
citing and / or without the permission for their usage from the au-
thor or copyright holders.

Authors are forewarned that every manuscript submitted for publication 
is checked for plagiarism. Manuscripts in which there are clear indications 
of plagiarism will be automatically rejected and the authors will be perma-
nently forbidden to publish in the journal.

If it is found that a paper published in Kom is plagiarized, the author will 
be required to send a written apology to the authors of the orig inal work or 
the institution that holds the copyright of the paper. Also, the paper will be 
immediately retracted.

Retraction of Published Papers

Published manuscripts will be available as long as possible in the form in 
which they were published without any changes. However, it may sometimes 
happen that a published manuscript has to be retracted. The main reason for 
the retraction of manuscripts is the need to correct an error so as to preserve 
the integrity of science.

An article has to be retracted when there is a breach of rights of  the 
publisher, copyright holders or authors, in case of professional ethics codes 
violation, i.e. if the same manuscript has been submitted to several journals 
at the same time, in case of false authorship claims, plagiarism, fraudulent 
use of data and the like. In some cases, a paper can be retracted in order to 
correct the later detected errors in the manuscript or published paper.

Standards for dealing with retractions are defined by libraries and schol-
arly bodies, and the same practice has been adopted by Kom: in the elec-
tronic version of the original article (the one to be retracted) a HTML link 
is created with a retraction notice. The retracted article is kept in its original 
form save for a watermark on the PDF document, indicating on each page 
that the article is retracted.
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Open Access

Kom: Journal of Religious Sciences is available in open access mode.
Articles published in the journal can be downloaded free of charge 

from the journal website and from other databases sites where the journal 
is located.

Kom does not charge APC (Article Processing Charge).

Self-Archiving

The journal enables authors to deposit the final, published version of 
their papers in PDF in an institutional repository and / or non-commercial 
databases, or to publish them on personal web pages (including profiles on 
social networks for scientists such as ResearchGate, Academia.edu, etc) and 
/ or on the website of the institution they work for, at any time after the 
publication in the journal. In doing so, they have to specify the publisher as 
the copyright holder, and the source of the manuscript, as well as the digital 
object identifier (DOI) of the published article in a HTML link form.

Copyright

When a manuscript is accepted for publication, authors assign their 
copyright to the publisher. In the event that the manuscript is not accepted 
for publication in the journal, authors retain all rights.

The publisher is assigned the following rights to the manuscript, 
including supplemental materials and all parts, components or elements of 
the manuscript:

• the right to reproduce and distribute the manuscript in printed form, 
including printing on request;

• the right to print test copies, reprints and special editions of the 
manuscript;

• the right to reproduce the manuscript using photomechanical or 
similar means, including but not limiting itself to copying, and the 
right to distribute these copies;

• the right to reproduce and distribute the manuscript electronically 
or optically using all data carriers or storage media, and especially in 
machine readable / digitized form on data carriers such as hard-disk, 
CD-RoM, DVD, Blu-Ray Disc (BD), mini-disk, data tapes, and the 
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right to reproduce and distribute the manuscript with these data 
carriers;

• the right to preserve the manuscript in databases, including online 
databases, as well as the right to manuscript transfer in all technical 
systems and modes;

• the right to make the manuscript available to the public or closed 
user groups on the basis of individual requests for the use on the 
monitor or other readers (including e-book readers), and in printed 
form for users, either via the Internet, online service, or through 
internal or external networks.


